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OLD TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Paton, L. B. Jerusalem in Bible Times. Chicago: The University of Chicago 

Press, 1908. Pp. xii + 169. $1.00. 

An excellent handbook for students and travelers. The author in a clear and 
concise manner gives the facts concerning the sites, the archaeology, and the history 
of Jerusalem that every Bible student should know. The book not only evinces 
familiarity with the results of recent investigation, but itself makes a worthy contribu- 
tion to the sum of existing knowledge about Jerusalem. 

Wright, C. H. H. Light from Egyptian Papyri on Jewish History before Christ. 

London: Williams & Norgate, 1908. Pp. xvii + 123. 3.5. 

The title of this book is misleading; of seven chapters only three have anything 
at all to do with the "Egyptian papyri," which are in reality the Aramaic papyri found 
in Egypt and published by Sayce and Cowley and Sachau. Professor Wright's real 
interest is in the authorship and date of the Book of Daniel, and it is to this that he 
devotes the bulk of this book, which is little more than a popularization of his earlier 
book, Daniel and His Prophecies. No contribution is made by this part of the book 
to a better understanding of Daniel. The opening chapters offer a good English 
translation of some of the Aramaic papyri and emphasize the fact that the Aramaic 
is essentially the same as the so-called biblical Aramaic found in Daniel, Ezra, and 
Jeremiah. 

Powell, H. H. The Supposed Hebraisms in the Grammar of the Biblical Aramaic. 

[University of California Publications, Vol. I, No. 1.] Berkeley, 1907. Pp. 55. 

$0.75. 

A careful examination of the Hebrew forms and words in the biblical Aramaic 
for the purpose of discovering whether they be due to Hebrew influence upon the 
Aramaic or are merely errors of copyists or due to the general Semitic character of 
these supposedly Hebraistic phenomena. The author's conclusion is that little, if 
any, Hebrew influence is evidenced by the biblical Aramaic. The study should now 
be enlarged to include the recently discovered Aramaic papyri of Elephantine. 

Kautzch, E. Die heilige Schrift des Alten Testaments. Lieferung 3, pp. 129-92. 

Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 1908. M. 0.80. 

The third edition of this valuable translation of the Old Testament is making 
rapid progress. The present part extends to Num. 5:30. 

Jeremias, Alfred. Die Panbabylonisten. Der alte Orient und die aegyptische 
Religion. Zweite erweiterte Auflage. [Im Kampfe um den alten Orient. Wehr- 
und Streitschriften herausgegeben von A. Jeremias und H. Winckler. 1.] Leip- 
zig: Hinrichs, 1907. Pp. 72. M. 0.80. 

Jeremias, Alfred. Das Alter der babylonischen Astronomie. [Im Kampfe um 
den alten Orient u. s. w., 3.] Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1908. Pp. 64. M. 1.20. 
These two studies by Jeremias are of importance as coming from one of the 

leading representatives of the pan-Babylonian School, recently discussed by Professor 

Barton in the pages of the Biblical World. 

LdHR, Max. Die Stellung des Weibes zu Jahwe-Religion und -Kult untersucht. 
[Beitrage zur Wissenschaft vom Alten Testament, herausgegeben von R. Kittel, 
Heft 4.] Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1908. Pp. 54. M. 1.80. 

36S 



366 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

This study seeks to determine whether or not the common statement that the 
Hebrew women had no part in the ritual of Jehovah worship is correct. Lohr's con- 
clusion is that in early times women and men were on the same plane religiously, but 
that in the days of the later Jewish community the cultus was almost exclusively the 
business of men only. This is a good piece of work which will repay careful study. 

Yahxtda, A. S. Ueber die Unechtheit des Samaritanischen Josuabuches. Berlin: 

G. Reimer, 1908. Pp. 27. M. 1. 

A strong argument for the late origin of the recently discovered Samaritan Book 
of Joshua. This was heralded upon its discovery as a rescript of an original which 
antedated the Christian era, and thus as the oldest known edition of a biblical book. 
Dr. Yahuda, however, points out its striking agreement with certain comparatively 
modern Arabic chronicles and its constant dependence upon the Massoretic text, 
and concludes that it is the work of a compiling scribe. 

Bosse, A. Die chronologischen Systeme im Alten Testament und bei Josephus. 

[Mitteilungen der vorderasiatischen Gesellschaft, XIII, 2.] Berlin: Wolf Peiser, 

1908. Pp. 76. M. 3. 

This is an investigation of the chronological systems of the Hebrew Bible, the 
Greek Bible, the Samaritan Pentateuch, and Josephus. The study is of much value 
to all who are interested in harmonizing the chronological discrepancies of these 
various sources. The author concludes that the Massoretic system is the forerunner 
of all the rest, and that this system is a fusion of the great sun-year, equivalent to 
260 ordinary years and common in Babylonian chronology, with the generation cycle 
( = 40 years). The Septuagint employs a totally different system based upon a great 
moon-year, equivalent to 355 ordinary years; hence the constant variation from the 
Hebrew numbers. The Samaritan confines itself to the reckoning by generations 
of 40 years each. Josephus follows the Septuagint in employing the great moon-year 
as its basis, but combines this with the Sirius-period of 1,460 years, as well as some 
wholly unsystematic reckonings. 

ARTICLES 

Eerdmans, B. D. The Hebrews in Egypt. The Expositor, September, 1908, pp. 

i93- 2 °7- 

A continuation of Professor Eerdmans' attempt to demonstrate that the pre- 
vailing analysis of the sources of the Hexateuch is incorrect. The Exodus is here 
assigned to 1125 B.C., in the reign of Ramses XII. The descendants of Abraham 
entered Egypt, according to Eerdmans, in two divisions — the Hebrews, who are 
identical with the 'Apriw of the Egyptian inscriptions, at least as early as the reign 
of Thutmes III {ca. 1503-1449 B.C.), and the Israelites in the reign of Septah (ca. 
1205 B.C.). Furthermore, instead of identifying the Khabiri of the Amarna letters 
with the Hebrews, Eerdmans makes the name equivalent to the Egyptian Kharu 
(= Palestine) and thus to designate the local population of Palestine as distinguished 
from the Egyptian garrisons in Palestine. The article is of great interest, but its 
conclusions are too dependent upon questionable philological equivalences to com- 
mand assent. 

Smith, George A. Have the Hebrews Been Nomads ? A Reply to Professor Eerd- 
mans. The Expositor, September, 1908, pp. 254-72. 

This is a competent answer to an article by Eerdmans in the August Expositor 
which set forth the view that the patriarchs were farmers rather than nomads, and 
therefore called for a reconstruction of current views concerning Israel's early history. 

Stocks, — . Der "Ndrdliche" und die Komposition des Buches Joel. Neue kirch- 

liche Zeitschrift, September, 1908, pp. 725-50. 

The author holds that the "northerner" of Joel 2:20 designates the Scythian 
host, and that the Book of Joel is to be placed early in the reign of Josiah soon after 
the discovery of Deuteronomy and the withdrawal of the Scythians. 
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Baentsch, B. Prophetie und Weissagung. Zeitschrift fUr wissenschaftliche Theolo- 

gie, July, 1908, pp. 457-85- 

An excellent discussion of the nature of prophecy and the extent and character 
of the predictive element in Hebrew prophecy. 

NEW TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Jefferson, Charles E. The Character of Jesus. New York: T. Y. Crowell & 

Co., 1908. Pp.353- $1-65- 

A series of twenty-six Sunday-evening addresses, each dealing with some leading 
quality in the character of Jesus, e. g., the strength of Jesus, his sincerity, etc. The 
preacher's attitude is one of healthful devotion, and is not marred either by polemical 
conservatism on the one hand or by barren criticism on the other. 

Clemen, Carl. Die Entwicklung der christlichen Religion innerhalb des Neuen 
Testaments. Leipzig: Goschen, 1908. Pp. 136. M. 0.80. 
In order to understand the development of the Christian religion within the New 
Testament one must appreciate the spirit of that age. This necessitates a study of 
the thought of the formative personalities of the period, and so gives the author the 
plan for his book. After examining the more important items in contemporary 
Judaism, he makes the preaching of Jesus, the Pauline theology, and the thought of 
the Johannine circle the point of view from which to observe the evolution of New 
Testament Christianity. But, while recognizing the principle of development, he 
remarks: "The oldest forms of Christianity are not antiquated, but stand the test 
again and again and so remain ever young." 

Lutgert, W. Freiheitspredigt und Schwarmgeister in Korinth. Ein Beitrag zur 
Charakteristik der Christuspartei. GUtersloh: Bertelsmann, 1908. Pp. 157. 
M. 3. 
An exposition of the theory that the Christ-party mentioned in I Cor. 1:12 was 

a sect of gnostic fanatics. 

Robertson, A. T. Epochs in the Life of Jesus: A Study of Development and 
Struggle in the Messiah's Work. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1907. 
Pp. ix+192. $1.00. 

In the language of fervid and transcendent faith the author presents a popular 
summary of the life of Jesus. The treatment is uncritical, the stand-point being that 
of traditional orthodoxy and the style such as was eminently suited to the material 
when delivered as Chautauqua addresses. In book form these discourses will probably 
afford helpful devotional reading for some, while, at the same time, more exacting 
scholarship will fail to find any real contribution to the Life-of-Christ literature or 
any significant interpretation of Jesus to the life of today. 

ARTICLES 
Clemen, Carl. Does the Fourth Gospel Depend upon Pagan Traditions ? Ameri- 
can Journal of Theology, October, 1908, pp. 529-46. 

Professor Clemen shows the inadequacy of recent attempts to trace the funda- 
mental conceptions of the Johannine theology variously to the so-called Hermetic 
literature, to Buddhism, to Babylonian thought, or even to Greek mystery religion. 
It is granted that foreign terminology may be responsible for certain expressions, 
e. g., "shepherd," as a designation for Jesus, but the evangelist's thought was funda- 
mentally independent of all non- Jewish religions and philosophies. 

Steinmetz, Rudolph. Textkritische Untersuchung zu Rom. 1 : 7. Zeitschrift fiir 
die neuleslamentliche Wissenschaft, IX, 3 (1908), pp. 177-89. 

The writer's main object is to demonstrate the originality of the phrase tv 'Piiuy 
in Rom. 1:7, but incidentally his treatment is of interest for other portions of the 
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epistle. He assumes that a circle outside of Rome early generalized the letter for 
the purpose of public reading and so omitted the place designations in both i : 7 and 
1:15 The same cause accounts also for the traditional variations in the position 
of the doxology at the close of the epistle. The closing chapters stood originally in 
their present form. 

RELATED SUBJECTS 

BOOKS 

Vedder, H. C. Christian Epoch Makers. The Story of the Great Missionary 

Eras in the History of Christianity. Philadelphia: Griffith and Rowland Press, 

1908. Pp. x + 368. 

Interesting and inspiring sketches of great missionaries of ancient and modern 
times, from Paul, Ulfilas, Patrick, and Augustine down to Carey, Judson, and Living- 
stone. This book should have a wide reading. 

Goodspeed, E. J. The Conflict of Severus, Patriarch of Antioch (Patrologia Orien- 
talis, IV, 6). The Ethiopic Text Edited and Translated. With the Remains of 
the Coptic Versions by W. E. Crum. Paris: Firmin Didot, 1908. Pp. 158. Fr. 

9-5°- 

This life of the great Patriarch of Antioch was written in Greek by one of his 
successors in that office, Athanasius of Antioch, half a century or more after Severus' 
death. From Greek the work passed into Coptic, then into Arabic, and then into 
Ethiopic. The Greek and Arabic forms are lost, but the Coptic fragments and the 
complete work in Ethiopic are now first published. 

Radatj Hugo. Bel, the Christ of Ancient Times, Chicago: The Open Court Pub- 
lishing Co., 1908. Pp. iv + 55. 

From the preface to this book we learn "that the Babylonian religion is a purely 
monotheistic religion, more particularly a monotheistic trinitarian religion." The first 
sentence of Part I reads: "It is admitted by every one who has studied the religion 
of the Babylonians, that it is from the first to the last polytheistic. By a more or less suc- 
cessful series of permutations and combinations this apparent contradiction is removed, 
and Enlil, who is 'one flesh' with Ninlil, his wife, is shown to be the one Babylonian 
deity." The second part shows that the belief in the resurrection is the essential 
doctrine of the Babylonian, as well as of the Christian, religion. As Marduk displaced 
Enlil, so Christ displaced Marduk. Christ is really nothing but a second edition of 
Marduk. "Our Easter-festival is the old, old spring festival, celebrating the resurrec- 
tion of nature, made possible by the victory of the spring over the winter. Nature does 
indeed rise, man is a part of nature, Christ is man, therefore Christ did rise ! And the 
risen Christ is the Bel, the Lord/" This monotheistic trinitarian religion was systema- 
tized as early as 7000 b. c. So we are told. But why so low a date ? Why not date it 
from the glacial period ? 



